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  FIVE MINUTES ÉDITIONS


  FIVE MINUTES is an innovative publishing house founded on a simple yet powerful idea : to provide readers with useful, inspiring, and relevant knowledge in just five minutes. Through a unique approach that combines human expertise with artificial intelligence assistance, we offer a wide collection of short books designed to be read quickly while delivering genuine intellectual value.


  Our publishing house currently offers eleven distinct collections, each dedicated to a specific theme, to appeal to all tastes and curiosities : from technology and artificial intelligence (“Connected Worlds”) to ecology and sustainable development (“Planet Future”), education and general knowledge (“Knowledge in Brief”), economy and entrepreneurship (“Essential Business”), modern life and human relationships (“Life Moments”), mental health and well-being (“Body & Mind”), cultures and intercultural identities (“Crossed Perspectives”), social phenomena and current trends (“Echoes of the Everyday”), refined erotic fiction (“Sensual Feathers”), esotericism and spiritual mysteries (“Essence”), and finally futurism and the exploration of new possibilities (“New Horizons”).


  Each short book is systematically available in several languages (French, English, Arabic, Chinese, Spanish) and offered in both digital and audio formats, ensuring maximum accessibility and reaching a global audience.


  Our ambition is to democratize access to knowledge, culture, and intelligent entertainment by adapting to modern, fast-paced lifestyles. Each book is designed to quickly satisfy the curiosity of readers, enrich their understanding, or simply offer them a pleasant and stimulating moment in their day.




  

  LÉWIS VERDUN


  Léwis Verdun is a contemporary author in his forties, known for his ability to make diverse and complex subjects accessible. Passionate about the clear and concise transmission of knowledge, Léwis has a rich and varied background across many fields. Throughout his career, he has developed an effective method for addressing complex concepts in a simple and engaging way.


  Today, within FIVE MINUTES ÉDITIONS, Léwis leverages his editorial expertise and pedagogical skills, while using the most advanced tools in artificial intelligence to support his creative process. Thanks to this hybrid and innovative approach, he offers readers content that is relevant, enriching, and tailored to the rhythm of contemporary life.




  

  Methodological note on the use of artificial intelligence


  At FIVE MINUTES, artificial intelligence (AI) plays a strategic role from the very beginning of the editorial process. With our advanced DeepResearch tools, we conduct in-depth research on each topic in advance, allowing us to compile reliable and relevant online sources. The author then uses this pre-research to select, sort, and synthesize the most appropriate information for the book.


  In addition, AI closely supports the creative process by directly assisting the author during writing, offering suggestions to optimize the text and enrich its expression. It also contributes to editorial quality by identifying and pointing out narrative inconsistencies, thereby enhancing the relevance, completeness, and clarity of the content.


  Finally, to ensure the highest possible quality, each book undergoes a rigorous final review conducted manually by the author, guaranteeing perfect harmony between technological support and human expertise.




  

  COLLECTION “Connected Worlds”


  Explore the fascinating world of technology and artificial intelligence through short, inspiring stories. This collection offers deep insight into how the digital world is transforming our lives and society. Perfect for curious readers passionate about the future and new technologies.




  

  Synopsis


  A forged pamphlet, an imaginary weapons file, a ravenous algorithm – can three lies really reshape the planet ? In FAKE NEWS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD – Connected Worlds collection – dive into a lightning-fast 5-minute journey revealing how the Protocols of the Elders of Zion stoked hatred, the myth of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction ignited war, and the Cambridge Analytica scandal rocked digital ballot boxes. Each case study unpacks the hoax’s making, its accelerators – press, governments, or social media – and the geopolitical quakes it triggered. The book also exposes the attention economy, cognitive biases and the looming shadow of deepfakes, while arming you with strategies to bullet-proof your critical thinking.


  Designed for the exclusive Five Minutes format, this volume distills suspense, strategic insight and practical tips in less time than an espresso.


  Don’t miss this essential compass against deception : discover and order “FAKE NEWS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD” today !




  

  Introduction : The Devastating Power of Falsehood – When Disinformation Redefines History


  Context and Relevance


  The omnipresence of false news–fake news–is one of the defining challenges of our age. Yet the phenomenon itself is anything but new : its roots run deep in history.¹ Although the digital era has spectacularly amplified both reach and speed–especially with sophisticated technologies such as deepfakes¹–the core mechanisms of manipulation, and the human vulnerabilities they exploit, have remained strikingly constant. In 2018, France officially replaced the English expression with the neologism infox, signalling institutional awareness of the problem’s scale.¹


  Fabricating and spreading misinformation is rarely the result of mere error ; it is usually part of deliberate strategies to gain, consolidate or wield political, ideological or economic power. The involvement of state actors and other powerful entities in some of history’s most destructive infox shows that information can become a strategic weapon. Understanding the dynamics of disinformation is therefore critical–not only for well-informed citizenship but also for leaders and organisations that must take strategic decisions in an increasingly polluted and complex information environment.


  Purpose and Structure of the Book


  This concise volume analyses three emblematic cases of fake news that transformed the world. Each chapter dissects one case–its fabrication, its transmission mechanisms and the extent of its impact–so the reader can see how false narratives not only deceived entire populations but bent the course of history. After the introduction, each chapter focuses on a single case study, followed by a conclusion that distils key lessons and opens avenues for future reflection.


  Overview Table – Three Fake News Stories, Their Mechanisms and Their Global Impacts


  
    
      
        	
          Fake News (Case) 

        

        	
          Main Origin / Creation Mechanism 

        

        	
          Dominant Propagation Vector 

        

        	
          Major Global Impact 

        

        	
          Key Analytical Lesson

        
      


      
        	
          The Protocols of the Elders of Zion 

        

        	
          State-sponsored forgery (Tsarist secret police), plagiarism, propaganda 

        

        	
          Print press, political institutions, authority figures 

        

        	
          Justified antisemitism, paved the way for genocide (Holocaust) 

        

        	
          Durability of toxic narratives and societal vulnerability to conspiracy theories

        
      


      
        	
          Iraq’s Weapons of Mass Destruction 

        

        	
          State disinformation, politicised intelligence, manipulated sources 

        

        	
          Governments, mainstream media, international bodies 

        

        	
          War, regional destabilisation, collapse of trust 

        

        	
          Perils of politicised intelligence and leaders’ duty of rigorous verification

        
      


      
        	
          Cambridge Analytica & Digital Electoral Manipulation 

        

        	
          Massive harvesting of personal data, psychographic profiling 

        

        	
          Social-media platforms, targeted advertising 

        

        	
          Erosion of democratic trust, electoral manipulation 

        

        	
          Navigating digital manipulation and building data literacy

        
      

    
  


  Transition to the Chapters


  The chapters that follow explore each case in depth, revealing not only the historical facts but also the manipulation dynamics, the psychological, social or systemic vulnerabilities exploited, and the essential lessons we can carry forward. Whether feeding on pre-existing antisemitism (Protocols), instrumentalising post-9/11 fear (Iraq) or targeting cognitive biases with algorithms (Cambridge Analytica), fake news thrives by exploiting recurring human and societal fault lines.
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