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    FIVE MINUTES ÉDITIONS


    FIVE MINUTES is an innovative publishing house founded on a simple yet powerful idea : to provide readers with useful, inspiring, and relevant knowledge in just five minutes. Through a unique approach that combines human expertise with artificial intelligence assistance, we offer a wide collection of short books designed to be read quickly while delivering genuine intellectual value.


    Our publishing house currently offers eleven distinct collections, each dedicated to a specific theme, to appeal to all tastes and curiosities : from technology and artificial intelligence (“Connected Worlds”) to ecology and sustainable development (“Planet Future”), education and general knowledge (“Knowledge in Brief”), economy and entrepreneurship (“Essential Business”), modern life and human relationships (“Life Moments”), mental health and well-being (“Body & Mind”), cultures and intercultural identities (“Crossed Perspectives”), social phenomena and current trends (“Echoes of the Everyday”), refined erotic fiction (“Sensual Feathers”), esotericism and spiritual mysteries (“Essence”), and finally futurism and the exploration of new possibilities (“New Horizons”).


    Each short book is systematically available in several languages (French, English, Arabic, Chinese, Spanish) and offered in both digital and audio formats, ensuring maximum accessibility and reaching a global audience.


    Our ambition is to democratize access to knowledge, culture, and intelligent entertainment by adapting to modern, fast-paced lifestyles. Each book is designed to quickly satisfy the curiosity of readers, enrich their understanding, or simply offer them a pleasant and stimulating moment in their day.

  

  
    LÉWIS VERDUN


    Léwis Verdun is a contemporary author in his forties, known for his ability to make diverse and complex subjects accessible. Passionate about the clear and concise transmission of knowledge, Léwis has a rich and varied background across many fields. Throughout his career, he has developed an effective method for addressing complex concepts in a simple and engaging way.


    Today, within FIVE MINUTES ÉDITIONS, Léwis leverages his editorial expertise and pedagogical skills, while using the most advanced tools in artificial intelligence to support his creative process. Thanks to this hybrid and innovative approach, he offers readers content that is relevant, enriching, and tailored to the rhythm of contemporary life.

  

  
    Methodological note on the use of artificial intelligence


    At FIVE MINUTES, artificial intelligence (AI) plays a strategic role from the very beginning of the editorial process. With our advanced DeepResearch tools, we conduct in-depth research on each topic in advance, allowing us to compile reliable and relevant online sources. The author then uses this pre-research to select, sort, and synthesize the most appropriate information for the book.


    In addition, AI closely supports the creative process by directly assisting the author during writing, offering suggestions to optimize the text and enrich its expression. It also contributes to editorial quality by identifying and pointing out narrative inconsistencies, thereby enhancing the relevance, completeness, and clarity of the content.


    Finally, to ensure the highest possible quality, each book undergoes a rigorous final review conducted manually by the author, guaranteeing perfect harmony between technological support and human expertise.

  

  
    COLLECTION “Crossed Perspectives”


    An enriching intercultural journey, where each story invites you to discover how cultural differences shape our identities and worldview. Short, captivating tales ideal for expanding your cultural and human horizons.

  

  
    Synopsis


    How can we save a language when silence is closing in ? “The Future of Endangered Languages” shows that behind every vanishing idiom lies the loss of an entire world. From the last voice of Eyak, this book plunges you into a gripping inquiry on language extinction, cultural diversity, community revitalization, globalization and the power of technology. Meet visionary linguists, resilient communities and bold policymakers–from Wales to Papua New Guinea–who weave groundbreaking strategies to breathe life back into words on the brink.


    More than an alarming diagnosis, it delivers a concrete roadmap : turn each language into an economic, social and ecological asset, proving that preserving words means safeguarding vital knowledge for our future. Written in a clear, fast-paced style, this volume is tailor-made for a 5-minute read, in line with the exclusive FIVE MINUTES format.


    Ready to join the linguistic revival ? Discover “The Future of Endangered Languages” now and help humanity keep thinking and dreaming in many voices–order today !

  

  
    Introduction : The Voice Fading Away


    On 21 January 2008, Marie Smith Jones passed away in her sleep in Anchorage, Alaska. Her passing was not merely that of an 89-year-old woman ; it marked a full stop. Marie Smith Jones was the last person in the world to speak Eyak fluently, her mother tongue.¹ With her, a language that had spanned millennia, carried the history of a people, and embodied intimate knowledge of the Copper River delta, moved from living heritage to archive.³ This case is not a tragic anecdote but the visible symptom of a silent global crisis.


    The extinction of Eyak is only one ripple in a linguistic tsunami. According to UNESCO estimates, a language disappears on average every two weeks, taking with it an irreplaceable worldview.⁵ Globally, between 43 % and 50 % of the roughly 7 000 spoken languages are considered endangered.⁵ This phenomenon is neither natural nor inevitable ; it is the result of historical, economic, and cultural forces that foster unprecedented uniformity. The death of a language is not a passive event but the culmination of an active process of substitution and rupture of transmission, when its speakers cease to practise it and, above all, to pass it on to new generations.⁸


    This work offers a strategic analysis of this crisis. It argues that while the engines of globalisation and historical legacies have created a “perfect storm” for minority languages, the emergence of new political strategies, resilient community initiatives, and technological innovations offers credible paths to survival and revitalisation. To understand the stakes and levers for action, our analysis unfolds in three stages :


    • Diagnosis : define and measure the scale of the crisis by identifying vitality criteria and the costs of extinction.


    • Drivers : analyse the root causes, from the external pressures of globalisation to the internal psychology of renunciation.


    • Strategies : assess proven revitalisation models and explore the role of technology as a potential ally.


    Understanding the future of endangered languages means taking the pulse of human diversity. It is not about preserving the past under glass, but about ensuring that humanity’s future can be written and conceived in the plural.
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